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-+Pioneers of the. " eautiful Village™ Movement

*The leading article of the International General Assembly

Will the "Most Beautiful Villages in Japan" bé even more beautiful place 10 years
from no.w? Thé vinages in Wallonia, Belgium, where the 2024 International General
Assembly of the federation of the "Most Beall.tiful Villages in the World" was held,
clearly pointed to the future pOssibilities of creating beautiful villages as pioneers of
the "Beautiful Villages" movement.

In the Ineura district, where boathouses are lined up, there _ae many people who wish

to move there, but there are no houses to accommodate them. Increasing the value of the

village' s limdscape is a clear,.trump card against the.problem of popiilation decline.

2014, the Japan Policy Couneil-publish1:1p-a list,of &ities af risk of dis appearing, :

. ; While many of tt,e villages tnat are members-Oféthe -féderétion of.the "Mbst Bealktiful
Villéges iil,-Japan”, we.re or, the list, \he -munjcipaljty that was- removéd from the. list
published'this year in'2044.wa s Ine,Town. e

Next,year,iri=2025, the feéteration of the "Most Beautiful Vilagé& in Japan" Wil celetirate.
| al1eiversary, Apd 'this yéar, 'thé "Mést Beal,1tiful Villagés | Wallonia" Assqgiatiori,=": '

.whiéh- @itctive inthé soUthern part of Belgiuin, 'célebrated fts 30théanniversa ,, earlier than
Tyus. . . T i N R _or N
Ifyou-.vi sit iiJ9 years,the,village.will undoubt'ldlyb_e evenmore beautiful In thisi.ssue,* &
b '\IyEwoOI_d like to-fqcu s -on tée-de:lvelopment- of IJealtiful viliages in Wallonia, which givés us -
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hii - ethéIngstbeail,'gul. villgJje_nf/:
Th; répéry; oflhé Inte_rnatiollal.- General A¢i;,eébly

4. . The 'Most Beautiful Villages" movement began in
Franée iri-1982. ft -was a Ume-wne¢ depqpy,latién -in
fatming; ITIOUI)t¢in and)ishjng villages was recdggized
as a sérious sécial pmbl;im,. and many ylllagés.had a
sense_of ¢aémat ot

the mayor..of the of
=Collongés ¢ BeRougf : was* a- man who continued to
searcti f6( ways ta turn shortcomings into

advantages: °

Vinage rnayoc§ who agreed with his idea of rea lizing a
rich way of lite -and lifestyle inthe village by enhanéing
the vizilue of thé-beautiful scerieryof the viilage !"iathered
together and founded: the "Most Beijutitul Villéges ir

qaickly g_ainéd-high,ipraise

Alain:comri, of hE) lIMost Beautiful Villages in
°i.rvalloni,é AséociatioA;. foundéd- thé association fn.1994,
waé a persén-ého$trongly yrnpathized With the si¢ple
and clear-éoncépt of th¢ ''Most Beautiful;Villages °.
aimed to create an or:ganization that deéply undEirstands
the p_hil?sophy of thé "Most Beaétiful Villages" and can
support the,creation gf beaétifél villagl;is.

:Since. then, organizations- undef the: banner ot ."'Most

Villages" have bee,n establiséed arolnd the
worlct including Quedec (Canada), ltaly, .:lépa¢: Spain;
+ +Saxony. (Germany), Aussi®, Switzerland, Léb¢iloQ/ and

(;;hipa. The International ¢enéral Assembly oftl:tEl,"Mos\. -

Beautiful Villages .in the'\Norld". was E:)stablished to: alloW °
the "Most Beautiful VIUGQEIS', a$sociatipns to rneet, help,,
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-and cooperate with'each other.
*= « Ne would like to give'.a .briet introductio'n tci the Most:
Beadutiful Viilages Switzerland, which bécamé
Jull (Tlember after this-gerieral meeting, and, Mostc:
~eautifu1Vilages in Bosnia and Herzegovina; which-has
. an associate inember .
The "Most Beautiful Villages in S\Yitzerland" Associ¢1.tion
was:foutided in- 2015'.J>)Vitzer.land is- a
country with four 19nguagé (Elgions-whicfi tias produce(:l
beautifuf villages with diversity in regiprlal cliafocteristics,.
laéguége:-
* IM:\ddition, a villagé-in neighboring Liechtenstein has.
"also béen certifiecfasa beliiUtitulvillage 2019,"
"Historically, it-%' a village that ijas' aédeep connection¢
Switz'erland;" séys Saint-Swulpice; a dirééto(of ttie
Swiss Asso®iation; Nevéllfielésé; the Swiss.Associatiop's
great strength- i sits t9ler,ance in building ari oréanization
téattrc1.nscends historjo_ai, cultural, linguistic-and national
baréierS'. ‘ g ,
The ori.gins of thEl 9/ 1<st Beautiful Villalles in Bosnia'
and Her'zegovina" date backto. ttie. founding of the i:lor
profit orgi:iniéaticn ".AlterJral" in 200¢.,Thé organization,
whéée: na.mé co,mbines "change;, -and: "countryside,<
to promote -tourism in n.fral areas :and help.
Elccinomié aétivityaséoclate,d withJt. . °
Bosnia- ancf Aérzegéviéa expérier.iced. a civil yvar that
lasted for more than three yeérs 'from 1992,' and some..
of the tradition?. that-the région had ¢herished weré
loét- The farming ; mountain and fishiii¢. 4mages of the,
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with the social challenge of finding a wa,y'to élevelop
ecoriomigally while péesédd :ig theirregiona(identity ..
itstarted i¢ aigé4de with no _go nnecti¢¢ © the
' "Mo.St Beauutél 14t first, the ;ourism: irid¢s144ip
Bosnia_and Herzégoviria has made rémarkabl_e. prog-le 55
the- last fide years. In'this situation: we metCbairrn'én. - .
Koubier of. the "Most Beautiful villages in Lebéé'on"
Association:: Resea;ch and cooperation weére condéctecl
to introduce the 11Most BeaUUtul Villages'." fourism
- céttification' system- from 2021., .and the '¢ebanes.e
éxperience was generously shared.
They also s6u9ht the cooperation of theiFreneh -
received a lot of advi¢e. Thisekind of\
regional éxchange- that transcends national borders Is a
m-ajo¢ ofThe International General Assembiy.
Director Devismé of 'th¢ I'Most Beautituit:-
Villages in Bosnia and Herzeg'ovina". says:
"'Bosnia and Herzegovinais a small coéf)try.éria/-'
Is known as !he of Europe: Reéc_eiii_ni.toe,f
oertifipation of .a .beautiful villagé I:Irings, prié;lELtb the,.'(
région ..We look rorward io interacti ng ypu -al(f.:
:eihrough ‘ur membérstilp in The Internatjonal Gén erdle
Aséembly." | - ! i
Exchanges with the world are also a great strength for/.
the "Most Beautiful \images in Japan"
The to thé four ''Most Beat.itiful Villag_eé. irré>-
"' Vallbnia" fit this world conferéncé were flllei\;iu,°J.1\:
vari9us discoY.eries about creating béautiful vmage.s. Wf
will look. at the creatién of beautitul village,s H Wallgniaé:.

w_hich .maderl')iZation was: dejayed,: were, faged - «):'Vhose beauty is refined With each passing day. ., -
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Crupet

This village, symbolized by its 13th century castle, is where
the office of the "Most Beautiful Villages in Wallonfa"
Association is* located. In addition to the International
Geneéral Assembly, a ceremony was held to commemoraté
the 30th anniversary ot the founding ,otthe Walloon
association.

"Our activities are based' on the efforts made o

real_ize a richer life in the chan{Jing times, and on the
regjOnal identity that has been passed down tftrough
génerations. Thirty years ago, when tbe association of
the 'Most _Beautiful Villages in W Uonia' Wa$ founded;
the diverse affluence of the historical and cultural
assets of the region was being rediscovered, but it was
also a time when there was a sense of concern that
aetivities to enhance their value were insufficient. The
organization, which started with 11 villages, continues
te move forward togethef with 32 villages today. In
recognition of our many ye_ars of aetivity, in 2009 we
w.ere recognized by the Walloon regional government as
the operator of the 'Urban Platining' House* project."

. There are two catchphrases that sulil up the values that
the Walloon Association has al®ays heid dear. __

The. first is "Authenticity within close reach.. Historical
architecture, unified'.streetscapes, and natural landscapes
shaped by the activities of daily life. The beautiful villages in
Wallonia today are the resu.lt of striving for bCléuty without
comprornise. The same can be S;lid about village culture,
art, food, and so on.

The second is "the spécial oécaeion that exists nearby."
Wallonia is relatively small, so it is. easy to visit no matter
where you live in Belgium: However,: the encounters that
a¢ait you when you visit a beautiful village are speci_al. The
sense of so\idarity among the residents enhances the yalue
of a beautiful village, and being a beautiful village creates a
sense of belonging totné vilal:le.
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. Falaén

After-cfossing the gently winding Molignee Valley, the town
center of this village, lined with limestone houses, appears.
The townscape is unified ‘in soft shades ‘of gray, creating a
simple yet harmonious atmosphere,

The reason we decided to revisit this. village, which we
had already visited during a past International General!
Assembly, was because it has undergone repeated, steady.
improvements to its landscape, which have increased- its
appeal as a beautiful village over the past 10 years. -

One ofthese projects was the renovation of the square in
front of the Chudécti of St Leger in the center of the village. In
the work carried out in 2019, a small fountain and benches
for people to rest were addegL
With the number of devout Christians ¢lecreasing _in Europe,
the meaniri.g is being questioned. By redefining

.9

the church, which is.-Inseparable from the history of tlie

village, and -its square, the afin was to. return il fo-the center
.of residents-"1vés once again.

Falaén Castle is another .important symo:9-( of the village.
It is a shape called & chateau ferme, .a::coinbination of the
lord's residence and d farm for agric;ultur®, and livéstock
raising, and y og fortif[éd to defend -againét'invasions and
plunderers, ard proviaed a place for résidents to take
refuge Jn-tiinés of &t-nergency.

Falaén Casti¢, known as one of the représentative

architectures of Chateau Ferme, is impress.i.ve for its
imposing appearance watched over by thre.e towers: This
time, its gates wére @pecially opened for thé
General Assembly.
We were welcomed by the Li Crochon Association, which
was founded in 1982 to promote local- food culture an¢
traditions. The beer bearfng the same name were served,
and the presidents of each country's association made the
oath, "As someone who loves to drink, eat, and dance, 1
declare that | will be a supporter of tt)is delicious beer."

cesecocosves® ¥ --0- L
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Clermont¢sur-Berwinne

Next, we visited the village of Cfermoptésur-Berwinne. The
Church of Saint-Jaques-le Majeur, built in the 12th century,
stands on a hill overlooking.fiie centratsquare. i

The central town is lined with brick houses surrounded
by pastures. Based on théprésentation by the Walloon
Association on the theme of: "The Regicmal Characteristics
of Beautiful Villages" held after tée International General
Assembly, 1would liké to briefly introduce .how they are
trying to understand "beautiful villages:"

The first is a classification of _ihe fandscape based on
agricultural geology. The village is focated in the Elves
re.gion in southeastem Belgium, where dairy-Jarming is
popular. During the reign of HoJy-Roman EIT)peror Charles .
V, grain expc,its were bannés, and dairy farming culturé
spread rapidly.

They are also taking an- épproach to understand the
regional landscape from a geological perspective and

v T ; A
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Limbourg

The last place we l M@ited w,as Limbourg,_
known as the cradle of the D.uchi.Btlimbourg, -

which occupied parts of Belgium, @e Nétl'l.érici(lds; orid.

Germany in the Middle Ages. If developed as a military
fo(tified town built or.i.a Cliff, which & rare in the 'wauoon
region, wher-e_villages ar.&:often found along river valleys.
The Cliurch, of Saint-Georges; which dates back to the
12th centur'y, is.famous for-sténding .on the slope of a cliff

: with,. a height diffe.renée of 20 meteirs. The Chéateau de

. At the sanie time, a 'beautiful village' is. also a that .

b.imbourg, built h_ 1020, was demolished in the 17th century
when France was in contrai. However, various vestiges of
the past, such as narrow alleys and b.astions,,continue to be
carefl:llly préserved.

A "be;iutiful v((Jaige® is ohe th¢lt 5 constantly changing.«
The symbol :of .this is. Place S¢lint-G@orges, located in the -
center of the village.

"About 20 years ago, the residents began to feel a sense
-of crisis a>Cxt the village's lahdscape, with prc,,blems such_
as Utility pales ancl power lines, and have beeli gradually

improving the landséape. The cobblestones in the square .

were newly lafé three years ago, m;lde possible by
subsidies froin various orgglnizations, including local groups,
the Walloon govemment, and t.e European Unioh, and
remaining costs were covered by donations from local
residerits," expl@ined a local guide,
There was also a classical concert at the church in
Clermont:.:sur-BérwN'tme. and a contemporary-dance show
in the village, square. The theme was "A beé:lutiful village-
_coru;iectod to the world." The Walloon Association considers
hosting such live performances to be an important part of
its daily aétivities. The following words by vice president,
Schlafs of the Y’ﬁlloon Association were impressive.
"It is a -great honor. to be able to welcome:an ofyou from
around the world today. A 'beautiful villgige' is a plac® that
places greate importance on preseérving its local culture.

welcomes various cultures."
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