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•• Pioneers of the. 11 eautiful Village11 Movement
• The leading article o f  the  International General Assembly

Will t h e  " M o s t  Beautiful Villages in Japan" bè even more beautiful place 10 years
f rom no.w? Thè vinages in Wallonia, Belgium, where the  2024 International General
Assembly o f  the  federation o f  the "Mos t  Beal!.tiful Villages in t h e  World" w a s  held,
clearly pointed t o  the future pÔssibilities o f  creating beautiful villages as  pioneers o f
the "Beàutiful Villages" movement.

ln the lneura dis t rict , where boathou s es are lined up, there _are many people who wi s h 
to  move there, but there are no hou s es to accommodate them. lncreasing the value o f  the 
village' s .li:md s cape is a clear,.trump card again s t the.problem of popülation decline . 

. < i n  2014, the Japan Policy Counèil-publish1:1p-à list,of èitie s af risk of di s appearing , . .· 
: _;, While many  o f  tt,e villàge s tnat are members-Ôf�the ·féder�tion of.the "Mb s t ,BeaÛt if u l• 

Vill�g�s iil,-Japan", we.re or, the li s t , \he -municipality t h a t  was· remov�d f rom the. list • 
, publi s hed 'this year in'20�4.wa s lne,Town. 

• • •• 
. . • , 

. . Next,year,iri•2025, the feètèration o f  the "Mo s t Beautiful Viilagê&_in Japan" Will celetiratè. . . 
• .',ïtâ'.20th l,¼11�iversary, Apd 'thi s y�ar, 'thé "M� s t Bea1,1tiful Villag� s i   Wallonia" A s s q_ç iat io ri , • '_.: ' ·-:.:• 

. whiëh (à-i;tctiv:e i n  thé soÙthern part o f  Belgiuin, 'c�lebrated fts 30th� anniversa r y  earlier than
•••• 

! . '  -;. 

· , u s ._ . • . . .
• .  : ,  _ _ .. ,. "-'. ···,,· .. _ .· . - _ _ ._ -·:,. . .-

lfyou·.vi s it i n J 9  year s ,·t he,v illage._w ill undoubt!'ldJyb_e evenmore beautifuL ln this.i. s s ue, -: 
• 'vye wo�ld like to-:fqcu s ·on t�e-d«:lvelopment of IJeaùtif.µI viliages in Wallonia, which giv�s us .• 
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 h ii - •�th�·Jnqs,t beail,!�ùl. vill�Jje_nf/:
T h ;  rép�ry; o f l h è  lnte_rnatio!lal. General À�i;,e�bly 

-�... . The  '!Most BeautifµI Villages" movement began in ;· ·and cooperate with'each other. w i t h  the sociàl challenge of  finding a wà,.y'to èlevelop 
. Fran�e iri-1982. f t  -was a Ùme·wne� depqpµ,làti�n ·in • •• • 'Ne would like to  give'.a .briet introductio'n tci the Most ·  -, ecoriomiqally while p�es�J1 :.g their'regionà(identity . .  __ •• •• 

- '.. fatming; ITIOUl)t�in and)ishjng villages was recdgqized - Beaùtiful Vi i lages ;in Switzer land, which b�camé -�-. •
.AlthoÙgh 

itstarted i.� aid���e with no _ço_nnecti�� _to the 
. -, as a s�rioùs s�cial pmbl!;1m,. and màny ylllagês.hâd a } u l l  (Tlember after this-gerieral meeting, and, .the Mostc· .. '.·"Mo.St Beauut�I _ViÎlag�s 1

1

�t first, the ;ourism: irid�s1��ip 
�-·_. _· '--'.�s"-'e""'n" "s�e - "o�f �st=a�.c.c.na" 't.-.cio-'-'n-'-. _ _ _ _ _ _ _  __,. _ _,__· - � � - - ' B "-'e--"a=u"--t if..,.u" -1..C..V" '-'ill=ages in Bosnia and Herzegovinà; which·has ' • ·• Bosnia_and Herzégoviria has made rèrnarkabl_e. rog....,.te_-·s-·s_· _ _  _ ' 

. 'Charles�Sèyrâc, the mayor..of the ·smâll-village of  -beccime an àssociàte inember . ., •
·<< . ' : in  .the· last fi�e yeàrs. ln'this situation: we metCbairrn'�n. • . 'c 

- • ·- ••• -• Col longês 0 1a �Ro ug f : was• a· man w h o  cont inued to The "Most Beautiful Villages in S\Yitzerland" Associç1.tion : •• ·• Koubier of. the "Most Beautiful v i l lages in Leb��'on'' �: > • ·) 
searct:i f6( ways tà turn 'the.'village's shortcomings into � was:fout îded in- 2015'.J>)Vitzer.lan,d is· a 'multilingual ·, Association:· Resea;ch and cooperation wère cond�cteçl • I" 

· '

advantages: • 
• ' 

country with four l�nguag� (Élgions,-:whicfi tias produce(:l : to  introduce t h e  11Most BeaÛÙtul Villages'.' four ism -_ f 
beautifuf villages with diversity in 'regjpr'lal cÏiafocteristics,. . • • c�tt i f ication' system· from 2021., . ànd the  '�ebanes.e '. 

• 
, Vinage rnayoc§ who àgre

0

ed with his idea of rea_liz1ng a ._includîng la�gu�ge:·
• •• , 

t,Associatià'n's éxperience was generously shared. 
rich way of lite ·and lifestyle i n t h e  village by enhanèing • IM:\ddition, a villag�-in neighboring Liechtenstein has. • They  àlso sôù9ht  the cooperat ion of the iFreneh •

·:. th� vi:ilue of th�·beàutiful scerieryof the viilage !':iathered ''.also b�en cer t i f iecfasa beÎiiUtitulvillage ·since 2019, ' '  ·Âssoèiation 'and received a lot o f  advi�e. This•kind o f \ , . 
• together and founded the "Most Beijutitul Vill�ges iri .. - "Historically, it • .'is' a village that ijas' a�deep connection� regional èxchange that transcends national borders Is a .. - ,,. 

• >France,.:Associàtion,'·which qûickly g_ain�d•high,ipraise ·<wi th  Switz'erland;'' s�ys Saint-S.ulplce; a diréèto(of ttie • m·ajo� .str�ngth o f T h e  International General Assembiy. ; /
.throu�houtFranc;; • • . 

• • •
Swiss Asso�iation; Nevè11fiel�s�; the Swiss.Associatiop's -Ex�cutive Director Devism� of  'th� !'Most Beaut i tu i t : -

• Alain·comri, ·p(esident of thE:) llMost Bèaùtiful Villages in great strength- i_s:its t9ler,ance in building ar i  or�anization • . ·: Villages in Bosnia and Herzeg'ovina''. says: • _ • . :  '.:'./ · 
°i.rvalloni,é As�ociatioA;. foundèd thé association fn.1994, t�attrç1.nscends historjo_ai, cultural, linguistic-and national , '.'Bosnia and Herzegov ina is  a small co� f ) t r y .� r ià / · '  • 
wà� a pers�n-�ho$trongly �yrnpathized With the si�ple bar�ierS'. -•· . _ , . _ . 

. 
. ls known a s  !he .�erusalem of  Europe: Rèc_eiii_ni.toe,f 

and clear-êoncèpt of th� '.'Most Beautiful;Villàges 0. ·He .·. The ori.gins ·o,f thEl :�/l,1<>st BeautifµI Villal}es in Bosnia' •• , oertifipation o f  .a .beautiful villagé l:lrings, priê:IEl.tb the,.'( •.. 
• airned to create an or:ganization that deèply undEÎrstands and Her'zegovina" date backto. tt:ie. founding of the i:lor î, région . .We look ro rward  i o  interàcti ng :_w.itfi" y p u  ·a l ( f . :  • ... 

the p_hil?sophy of th� "Most Bea�tiful Villages" and  can •. profi.t orgi:ini�atiçn ''.AlterJral" in 200�.,Thê organization, ••• : •ihrough � our memb�rstilp in The lnternatjônal 
_Gèn,eraJJ� 

.. :. 
support the,creation qf bea�tif�I villag!;is. wh��e· na.m� co,mbines "change;, ·and: "countrysid�,< < As�embly." . • - . . .. . • ; ,, -;)' ' ._. 

:Since. then, organizations- undef the: banner o t  .'.'Most ,aimed. to promote • tour ism in n.fral areas • and help. , Exchanges with the world are also a great strength f o r / .  -
:Beàuti(ul ViÏlages'' have bee,n establis�ed aroùnd the • ·generate Elccinorniè aètivityas�oclate,d withJt. . • • ' us ' ,  the "Most Beautiful \ images in Japan" .Association!\ .,-
worlct including Queôec (Canada), ltaly, .:l�pa�: Spain; • • . . •  Bosnia· ancf Aèrzeg�vi�a expérièr.iced. ·a civil ·yvar that , T h e  -�isits t o  t h é  f o u r  ' !Most  Beat.itiful Villag_e�. i r r � > -

• • Saxony. (Germany), Aussi�, Switzerland, Lèb�iloQ/ and , lasted for more than three ye�rs 'from 1992,' and sôme.. :· '-'.Vallbnia" fit th is wor ld  confer�ncè were  f ! l le i \ ; iù,°J.1\ :  /
(;;hipa. The International �en�ral Assembly oftl:tEl,''Môs\. • . o f  the tradition�. that-the règion had �herished weré vari9us discoY.eries about creating b�autiful vmàge.s. W f  • �-

• Beautiful Villages .. in the'\Norld''. was E:)stablished_to: alloW • lo�t- The farming 1 mountain and fishiii�. �mages of the, • will look. at the creati�n of  beautitul village,s h1 Wallqniâ�:.
the "Most Beautiful ViUàQElS", a$sociatipns to rneet, help,, ··country w_hich .. màderl')iZàtion was: dejayed,: were, faqed • • '; •. ',Vhose beaùty is refined Wi1h each pàssing day. , . A < f. 

, ,  ... ,,. 
• •  ,- · •  • • ' • ,· . ' . " \  ,. ,_.. . . • " , .  • - ' ; ( ' .  

. . ' .  : ·,,: . '  --. -·. ; ' , -. • . ' . • ..•.•.. • .  {.·;. .
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Crupet 
This village, symbolized by its 13th century castle, is where 
the office o f  the "Most Beautiful Villages in Wallonfa" 
Association is• located. ln addition to  the International 

_ Genèral Assembly, a ceremony was heÎd to commemorat� 
the 30th anniversary o t  the  founding ,ot the  Walloon -
association. 

"Our activities are based' on the efforts made -to • 
real_ize a richer life in the chan{Jing times, and on the 
regjÔnal identity that has been passed down tftrough 
gènerations. Thirty years ago, when tbe association of 
the 'Most _Beautiful Villages in W Uonià' Wa$ founded; 

• the diverse affluence o f  the historical and cultural
assets of the region was being rediscovered, but it was
also a time when there was a sense of concern that
_ aètivities to enhance their value were insufficient. The
organization, which started with 11 villages, continues
to move forward together with 32 villages today. ln
recognition of our many ye_ars of aètivity, in 2009 we
w.ere recognized by the Walloon regional government as
the operator of the 'Urban Platining' House• project."

- ._ There are two catchphràses that sulïl up the values that
the Walloon Association has al�ays heid dear. __ 
The. first is "Authenticity within close reach. Il Historical
architecture, unified'.streetscapes, and natural landscapes
shaped by the activities of daily life. The beautiful villages in 

-Wallonia today are the resu.lt of striving for bC:l�uty without
comprornise. The same can be S;:lid about village culture,
art, food, and so on.

·,The second is "the spécial oècaéion that exists nearby.". . 
Wallonia is relatively small, so it is. easy to  visit no matter
where you live in Belgium: However, the encounters that
a�ait you when you visit a beautiful village are speci_al. The
sense of so\idarity among the residents enhances the yalue
of  a beautifùl village, and being a beautiful village creates à
sense of belonging totné villa1:1e. 

�f�iJ::W:ffl è: O'.lw..l;f1J;/J' u ,t-f; u ' i l : f i r - l f  -1 ::; 

(J::) ' 7 0  ::,'O)fflil:fi:i!i'�/;J:;IJ,;1J,-ttiJ:�,c1;? ti. 
(:1-i:) -7 1) ::i ,r{�
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. Falaën 
After·crossing the gently winding Molignee Valley, the town 
center o f  this village, lined with limestone houses, appears. 
The townscape is unifièd ·in soft shades ·of gray, creating a 
simple yet harmonious atmosphere, 

The reason w e  decided t o  revisit this. village, which we 
had already visited during a past International Genera! 
Assembly, was because it has undergone repeated, steady. 
improvements t o  its landscape, which have increased· its 
appeal as a beautiful village over the past 10 years. . • 

• One ofthese projects was the renovation o f  the square in 
front of  the Chu�cti o f  St  Leger in the center o f  the village. ln 
the work carried out in 2019, a small fountain and benches • 

for people t o  rest were addeçL 
With the number of  devout Christiàns çlecreasing _in· Europe, 
the meaniri.g "o(çnurc�l:!s is being questioned. By redefining 
the church, which is. ·lnseparable from the history o f  t l ie . 

. village, and -its square, the afi:n was to. return i l  fo·the center 
.of residents-0·1iv�s once again. 

· "  

• Falaën Castle is another .important symo:9-( of  the village .
. lt is a shape called â chateau ferme, .a::coinbination of  the • 
lord's residence ànd a farm for  agric;ùltur�, and livèstock
raising, and Y'/_9-S fortif[éd t o  defend ·again�t'invasions and . 
plùnderers, ar,d proviaed a place f o r  résidents t o  take 

. . ' , ' . : . ,?.,/• '  '\.. •. •• ,,·, . '   .   . • 

refuge Jn-tiinès of  èt-nergency. 
Falaën Casti�, known às one o f  the  reprèsentativ� 

architectures o f  Château Ferme, is impress.i.ve f o r  i t s  
imposing appearance watched over by thre.e towers: This 
time, its gates w�re �pecially opened for thé ·International 
General Assembly. 
We were welcomed b_y the Li Crochon Association, which 
was founded in 1982 t o  promote local· food culture an� 
traditions. The beer bearfng the same name were served, 
and the presidents o f  eac.h country's association made the 
oath, "As someone who loves t o  drink, eat, and dance, 1 
declare that I will be a supporter of tt)is delicious beer." 

7
7-
7 
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Clermont�sur-Berwinne 

Next, we visited the village of Cfermopt�sur-Berwinne. The 
Churçh of Saint-Jaques-le Majeur, built in the 12th century, 
stands on a hill overlooking.füe centratsquare. 

The central town is lin.ed with brick houses surrounded 
.by pastures. Based on théprèsentation by the Walloon 
Association on. the theme of: "The Regtcmal Characteristics ... 
of Beautiful Villages" held after t�e International General 
Assembly, 1 would likè to briefly introduce .how they àre 
trying to understand "beautiful villages:" ·; 

The first is a classification of _the fandscape based on 
agricultural geology. The village is focated in the Elves 
re:gion in southeastem Belgium, where dairy·Jarming is 
popular. During the reign of_HoJy·Roman EIT)peror C,harles •. 
V, grain expc,rts were bannés, and dairy farming cùlturë 
spread rapidly. 

They are also taking an· �pproach to understand the 

y 
. 1  
JL, 

regional landscape from a geological perspective and --A' 
t t. • th . 1 · h t . 1· f th 1 ·d · / . • ,,. l.ff.. -© m . , i ·  t l  � -'? JJJ fW � v,   3-J.. iJ: d-j. ± ,J, . , f f  9io / . J  sys ema 12mg e reg,ona c arac ens ,cso.  ,,e an scape. • • ·,-e··ô") 

9 , v' b t5t s. {1) 9 .,...... . � 4 -r   t,t   t-il! � " "  r;J :(:E :tt, - �  
The 'soil in this area is cl.§IY. ey a,nd has the characteristic of • � ·  'j:p � A ' :tt, � *     " ?  .,.. � l.,, f f l  11'] 1:. ;flj l t ,  Jv p . 9 iJ; i ,  •

high-water retentioF-1. �,i'.?-Y1\s:isse1;)'t\,àl.}9r-;mâki):lg �r.lcks : •• • i /#&;: '..c. (J) 'ÉS l iJ; {1) 1iM , :  • t   · t 7.J' 
.(1) 

'J,, f f l  (J) � •  • � l t '  {[) •• •• • ••• • •• • •• • • . • -� ,JS'.··J;:: ii'.., · � v' c:. t , f  .. � ·  t .  " ?  f.J� .{-\ç ? ïv.> � fH {1) "r!' 1 t i  · 0 iJ, f f i  and is inseparabfy linkèd. to the ·irchiteêttir,ai·cMaràêtëristics : .. : .• .'$}Jj,S:. � W . t� 7J' �z:: . iJ; 7J' {1) t:. . (!) f v  � � L, ê 9 {1) i ' _ML 
of this village. Many p�ople ma.y .think otfüic� -, 1;).Gilt streets .. . • è;!;i � tfil f 2  t i1!, • 1ti L, ' � {1). 1i ·,1 (J) � . --C :h, iJ, '7  � @i d-J. 
when they think of Belgium,, buflhere is_ n�_.\ uniii.r.·m_itY, and :- � , :  � ê �t l., � ' --C - ,  f f l  if'.J � - l 3  7J' • tz:: l t '  1J ' P î9'§ � 

'Ct'.· � � " f  --C t t  t-1!! v' ' 7  � - {1) � - i:!t � " ?  � iJ: Jffi -;,r ·mi ft1 ! i !• each village has its own unique èharàc�k'. • ·�· • • • , > t l  � 1b t . 6  � � )2, .. I * y/i � { *  l t ,  {1) c:. 5e ti!! {1) -r: 't.,. 
•<à·•9i�il�r�y;: .. �e Ji

• 'ng.4:9q:iy5temàtic�Ïfy \;lntle�stand the · � ·  6 � � ' '? tz:: {1) •   -   . * --C � 7J' âÇJ � � tà: r i ·  
chàracteristi�: ardl i tedute :ilî° 11age. One of • • i..i, '7 ? � • 0 cl:: • t t  . (J) �z::, iJ: lm"•. iJ' âÇJ 1t> 9 ' 3 t  tèt ? 7J; iJ'• • , • . r '  0 f:r -¾- .±. F.Et' - : ) 0 • §i!EA 11!:f: 1 ; . - '  ',/"':. 1 ; -   " L - , g  JI,, . . ; .  h /'. _./"( th.e.9rea:t attractions of-the villâge .. _îs that buildings from· " ° '  ':J : A  r.œ , i - roaJ JI!© v - '::;} v- 1/-'J Y 11.., 1.B.1 · /

 '  - zt t  1s � � tz:: 5e --C -o " "  t J  i i i  16 :00 � � I l l  f f i  P 'I'  r<» 
various eras, from the l.,o"uis xru stylè to the "Louis XV+ style, -:5 -5.)-:' l., i:. � âÇJ � � J :  " f  L, ' t t t  M' ·tZ:: . ' i t  • âÇJ l c' A
remain facing the square, and the carerul researçh and < • fJ� l t '  . t l., iJ; iJ;' • l., �:f il!> --C � l ,  ·' {1) ± iz:: • 

� 
• 

t 1b 
deep understandlng of the characteristics of each building g • f Î i I Î .

_-· 
. � � �, J f: J   • • } : lÎ g   t 

fôrmsJhe-basis of the "Most Beautiful Villages in· Wa!lonla" fH " f  � * .-� ·wJ 71s: <   :t1, � t � f f i  {1' i1î5ê <., • j t  iJ'
movem�nt. :fÊ il!>   ,t1 � fJ, t t � :00 � --C (J) � '? .ML . âÇJ fJ, 1b 
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Limbourg 

The last place we . . . _ _ _  vi�ited w,as Limbourg,_ , .:. _ 
known as the cradle of  the D.uchi.Btlimbourg, .' \ • ·,.. __ .

, 
. ·  • ., .---; .   ' '• . •  : .  · i :  _., . , 

which occupied parts o f  Belgium, !�e N�tl'l.êrlç1(lds; �rr:îd. :, ;_• _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - " -_ __,; _ _  _
Germany in the Middle Ages. I f  developed as a military 
fo(tified town built or.i.a Cliff,, which ÎS rare in the 'wauoon 
region, wher-e_villages ar.ê:often found along river valleys. 

The Cl:iurch, of  Saint-Georges; which dates back to  the 
12th centur'y, is. famous for·st�nding .on the slope of  a cliff 

.: with,. a height diffe.rèn�e o f  20 meteirs. The Château de 
b.imbourg, built in_ 1020, was demolished in the 17th century
when France was in contrai. However, various vestiges of

. the past, such a:s narrow alleys and b.astions,,continue to be 
carefl:llly préserved. 

A "be;iutiful v((Ja:get' is ohe thç1t _is constantly changing .• 
The symbol :of .this is. Place Sç1int-G�orges, located in the · 
center of  the village. 

"About 20 years ago, the residents began t o  feel a sense 
·of crisis a!:>C?ut the village's lahdscape, with prc,,blems such_ 
as Utility pales ancl power lines, and have beeli gradually
improving the landsèape. The cobblestones in the square

. were newly laf� three years ago, m;:1de possible by
subsidies froin various orgç1nizations, including local groups,
the Walloon govemment, and th_e European Unioh, and

. .the remaining costs were covered by donations from local
residerits," expl�ined a local guide,

There was also a classical concert at  the church in
• Clermont:.:sur-BèrwN'tme. and a contemporary·dance show

in the village, square. The theme was "A beé:!utiful village·
. coru;iect�d to the world." The Walloon Association considers
hosting such live performances to be an important part o f
its daily aètivities. The following words by vice president,
Schlafs of the Y'f alloon Association were impressive.

"lt is a ·great honor. to  be able to welcome: an of you f rom
around the world today. A 'beautiful villç1ge' is a plac� that
places great• importance on presèrving its local culture .

. A t  the sanie time, a 'beautiful village' is. also a ·door that . •
welcomes various cultures."

• *i0)i:(:t,C,tfBo /t!�O)î:i',if;J: 3 fFM'lë:ffitdc::9,&t,, Jmt4!Jl;üffl(�iJ��L,t,, 
tr. 1t,O)ttiJ��5e�ij,�!lwlë: t -r t/il,llb L, t t - ' 0
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